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PROJECT SUMMARY

The Zitacuaro Summit was an opportunity for community members to learn more about monarch conservation

and community-building initiatives at the local level. On the evening of September 10th, 2022, community

members gathered at Market Hall to learn how monarch butterflies connect the city of Peterborough with

communities in the United States and Mexico. Carol Pasternak gave the keynote speech for the event as the

Zitacuaro delegates were unable to attend. Carol is an author, a public speaker and a champion for monarch

butterflies. She also brought monarch butterflies for children to tag at the summit. These butterflies migrate over

4,000 kilometers to reach the forest sanctuaries in Mexico.

Indigenous performers from Curve Lake began the opening ceremony with a prayer and song. This was followed

by speeches from Diane Therrien, the former Mayor of Peterborough, and Monarch Ultra cofounder Carlotta

James. Story-telling from Trent University alumni Marisol Campos Navarrete focused on the challenges

Indigenous activists are facing in Mexico, followed by a presentation from Carol Pasternak.   

Over 150 people attended the event, some travelling as far as the United States to participate. Alongside the

Summit, the planning committee also organized the "Migration of Art" exhibit. Over 50 pieces of locally-made art

representing monarch butterflies was created for the exhibit and displayed at Market Hall. Food and beverages

were provided from the Food Shop, and a monarch-inspired cake was made by Heck Yes Cakes, both locally

operated businesses in Peterborough. 
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W H A T  H A P P E N E D  A T  T H E  Z I T A C U A R O
S U M M I T ?  

At the last minute, the delegation from Zitacuaro, Mexico were unable to visit Peterborough due to security issues. The

delegation was held up at the airport, and had to cancel their flights and plans to participate in the Zitacuaro Summit.

However, the planning committee decided to go ahead with the Zitacuaro Summit since everything was already booked

and paid for. 



Market Hall rental: $762.75

The Food Shop - Food and Refreshments at Market Hall: $1,007.20 

Performers at Market Hall - Curve Lake Drummers fee: $200

Monarch Decor for "Migration of Art" Exhibit, including lights, monarch stickers and monarch decor: $143.18

Heck Yes Cakes - Monarch Butterfly Cake: $100

Marketing Materials - postcards from VistaPrint (distributed across Peterborough): $282.50

Organizing Committee Dinner & Planning Meeting: $172.84

FINANCIAL REPORT:

Total: $2,668.47

The expenses for the Zitacuaro Summit were lower than originally estimated, and there are funds left over from the

$3,000 United Way grant. All monarch books were generously donated by Carol Pasternak. Heck Yes Cakes gave us a

generous discount for the cake from $240 to $100. Keynote speaker Carol Pasternak did not charge us for her

presentation. We would like to use the remaining funds to purchase pollinator-friendly plants to plant in community

gardens in Peterborough, a total of $330 remains from the grant for this purpose. 
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$ 3 , 0 0 0  -  F U N D S  A P P R O V E D

The Zitacuaro Summit was given $3,000 to fund the event. In total, close to $2,670 was spent, with $330 left over. The

remaining funds will be used to purchase 15 pollinator friendly plants for community gardens in Peterborough. The

Monarch Ultra will purchase and plant the new flowers in the summer of 2023.



Through our social media platforms, we shared information about the Summit, educated our followers as to the

importance of protecting monarch butterflies, and increased community awareness on monarch butterfly

sanctuaries in Mexico;

Packages of milkweed seeds were distributed at the event for community members to plant in their gardens; 

Carol Pasternak's keynote speech was delivered in a way that both adults and youth can understand the importance

of protecting monarch butterflies. Many people at the event noted that they would transform sections of their

front yards into gardens for monarchs;

Local artist Julii McMillan was inspired by the event, and subsequently applied for a grant to paint a massive

concrete pylon with monarch butterflies in downtown Peterborough. Read more about the new mural here:

https://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/pe/news/peterborough-region/2022/11/08/new-murals-add-some-colour-

to-downtown-peterborough.html 

In November 2022, the Monarch Ultra was invited to attend the International Monarch Butterfly Festival in

Zitacuaro, Mexico. The three-day event was attended by over 100,000 people, with monarch inspired

performances, music, dance, film, food and parades as part of the celebrations. At the opening ceremony, Carlotta

James was named Festival Ambassador. 

Monarch-inspired art created by local artists in Peterborough was sent to Mexico as part of the International

Monarch Butterfly Festival in Zitacuaro, and displayed at local galleries during the event.

COMMUNITY IMPACTS INCLUDE:
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C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T

"It was such a wonderful evening! It felt really good to be of service to the cause! Thank you for being such a

positive force of creation and a vibrant voice to do the important work that you do. You are an inspiration to

me and so many others." 

Testimonial from Deanna Hergert, event participant




https://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/pe/news/peterborough-region/2022/11/08/new-murals-add-some-colour-to-downtown-peterborough.html
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C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T



C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T

T H A N K  Y O U P A G E  0 6

W E  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  T H A N K  T H E  U N I T E D  W A Y  P E T E R B O R O U G H  F O R
G E N E R O U S L Y  S U P P O R T I N G  O U R  E V E N T !  T O G E T H E R  W E  A R E

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  S U P P O R T I N G  S O  M A N Y
B R I L L I A N T  A N D  C R E A T I V E  I N D I V I D U A L S .  T H A N K  Y O U  S O  M U C H  F O R

A L L  Y O U  D O  F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y !



S I N C E R E L Y ,  C A R L O T T A  J A M E S  
C O F O U N D E R ,  M O N A R C H  U L T R A


